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to restore the cease-fire and to monitor viola-
tions and not to resort to that kind of killing
again. And yesterday the Palestinians took out
of their constitution the provision that required
them to be against the very existence of the
state of Israel. This was a good day, a good
week for peace in the Middle East and moving
forward again.

And on the trip I took to Korea and Japan
and Russia, let me remind you, it may seem
like a long way away, but when I took office
the number one threat to America’s security was
said to be the development of a nuclear program
by North Korea and the prospect that they
would have nuclear weapons that could be used
and could be sold to other countries. Now that
is not even in the headlines anymore because
they’re keeping their word to build down their
nuclear program. And we are committed to that.

In Japan, we’ve had 21 separate trade agree-
ments with Japan, 21. And in those areas, every-
thing from auto parts to cellular telephones to
autos to rice, in all those areas our exports to
Japan are up 85 percent and our trade deficit
is going down. We are creating jobs with free
and fair trade, doing the right thing by the
American people, and maintaining our security
partnership with Japan.

Let me tell you why I went to Russia and
how it affects you. Because of the work that
has been done with Russia as a democracy in
the last 3 years, for the first time since the
dawn of the nuclear age there is not a single,
solitary nuclear missile pointed at an American
child tonight. And I am proud of that, and you
should be proud of that.

But unfortunately, not all the dangers of the
nuclear age are behind us. We have more work
to do to reduce nuclear weapons further. And
the waste that is left behind—the waste that
is left behind could be used to make small
bombs with many times the destructive power
of the bomb that blew up the Federal building

in Oklahoma City. So we have to work with
them to make sure that all that is safe, that
it cannot be stolen, that terrorists cannot get
ahold of it.

So even these things that happen so far from
home affect the way your children live on their
streets and their neighborhoods and their
schools and their future. That is why I say again,
we have to do three things. Every person with-
out regard to their race, their gender, their sta-
tion in life has got to have a chance if they’re
willing to work for it. We have got—we have
got to fight these impulses that are dividing peo-
ple all over the world by race, by religion, by
ethnic group and say no, no, that’s not what
America is; America is meeting our challenges
together by sharing our values and working to-
gether.

And we’ve got to continue to be the force
for peace and freedom and security in the world
that only America can be. And we have to do
it by saying this is what the Democrats stand
for, not big Government solving all the problems
but a new, smaller, less bureaucratic Govern-
ment, the smallest in 30 years, but one still
strong enough to help citizens and families and
communities make the most of their own lives.

That is tomorrow’s progressivism. That’s what
we stand for. And if any Republicans or inde-
pendents want to help us, we are not going
to be blindly partisan, we’re going to say come
on aboard, grab us by the hand, and walk into
the future together.

Thank you, and God bless you all. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:30 p.m. in Frank-
lin Hall at the Franklin Institute. In his remarks,
he referred to Gussie Clark, Philadelphia council-
woman; Mina Baker Knoll, State treasurer can-
didate; Joe Kohn, State attorney general can-
didate; Donald L. Fowler, national chairman,
Democratic National Committee; and Mayor Ed-
ward Rendell of Philadelphia.
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Good morning. This has been a very good
week for America. On Friday I signed a bipar-
tisan budget to keep the Government operating

for the rest of the year. After a year of intense
and sometimes heated debate, Republicans and
Democrats in Congress came together and
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worked with us to craft an agreement that is
good for the American people.

First of all, it keeps the deficit on the down-
ward path we started in 1993. This budget cuts
billions of dollars in spending. At the same time,
the budget upholds America’s most basic values,
as I have pledged to do, by honoring our com-
mitment to our elderly, to our children, and
to our future by protecting Medicare and Med-
icaid, preserving our fight against crime, invest-
ing in education and in the protection of the
environment.

Look how far we’ve come. A year ago, many
in Congress insisted we could only move toward
a balanced budget by imposing extreme meas-
ures and walking away from those commitments.
I knew that wasn’t true, and I was determined
to hold the line. So now we aren’t going to
break our promise to put 100,000 new police
officers on the street. We aren’t going to stop
enforcing antipollution laws and risk severe dam-
age to our environment. We aren’t going to
abandon our effort to shrink class size and raise
teachers’ standards, to keep kids in school safe
and make college more affordable. We aren’t
going to abandon our commitment to
AmeriCorps, our national service program,
which also helps young people pay for college
as they serve in their communities.

But here’s what we are going to do: We are
going to cut the deficit for the 4th year in a
row. This is the first time that has happened
in almost 50 years, since Harry Truman was
President. We’re on the way to a balanced budg-
et. The deficit this year will be less than half
of what it was when I took office. And now
we’ve got to finish the job.

Earlier this year I proposed a plan to balance
the budget, and Congress’ own economists have
certified that plan will balance the budget in
7 years. Republicans in Congress have their own
balanced budget plan. If you laid my plan and
their plan side by side, you would find enough
cuts in common to both plans to balance the
budget and provide a tax cut for working fami-
lies. So the ingredients for a balanced budget
are clearly at hand. All we have to do is sit
down together and assemble a final agreement
based on the things we already agree on.

But that’s the problem. I have made it clear
that I want to meet with Congress and work
this out as soon as possible. I said this week
I’m willing to meet with a large group of law-
makers or a small group of Republican and

Democratic leaders. When Senator Dole said
that maybe the two of us ought to get together
and work it out, I told Senator Dole I’d be
more than happy to meet with him alone. I
don’t care how we do it. My singular goal is
to work together with the Republicans to craft
a bipartisan plan to balance the budget in 7
years while upholding our values and our com-
mitment to the future.

I’d like to take a minute to speak directly
to the Republicans in Congress. I know some
people in your party are urging you to reject
bipartisan negotiation in favor of more partisan
confrontation. That would be a terrible mistake.
Let me be blunt. I refused to accept extreme
proposals for the last year and a half, and I
will not accept extreme proposals for the future.
If it is your political strategy to concoct a budget
that you hope I will not sign, you ought to
think again. If you torpedo these negotiations
today, after so much progress has been made
on a balanced budget, simply to create a cam-
paign issue for later, the American people will
see through that with their eyes closed.

So I urge you this morning to take the high
road to progress. Do what we did with this
year’s budget, with the antiterrorism bill, with
the telecommunications bill, with the lobby re-
form bill. Come meet with me and let’s finish
this job together. This is an historic chance to
balance the budget. We’re within inches of
agreement, and nothing—not politics, not par-
tisanship, not Presidential campaigns—nothing
should be allowed to stop us.

Just about a year ago I gave a speech to
the American Society of Newspaper Editors. I
told them then I did not want a pile of vetoes.
I told them I wanted to work with Congress
and get things done for the American people.
But I also said I’d never accept extreme and
unnecessary measures that would jeopardize our
ability to care for our elderly, educate our chil-
dren, and protect our environment. Unfortu-
nately, a lot of Republicans in Congress didn’t
believe me. They shut the Government down.
They refused to cooperate. But look what hap-
pened. When they tried to impose these drastic
measures I was forced to stop them, just as
I said I would. But then last week we worked
together, and we quickly agreed on a budget
plan that accomplishes what I said could be
done all along: The deficit is going down, and
our commitments are secure.
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Today the Republican leaders in Congress
face a similar choice. They can go it alone and
we will end up going nowhere, or they can
come on down to the White House and we
will get a good job done for the American peo-
ple together. That’s how our system works best.
That’s how we should reform health care and
help working families.

Every United States Senator, for example,
every single one, 100 of them, voted to pass
the bipartisan Kennedy-Kassebaum health care
reform bill. Now, Republicans can work with
us to make that health care more available to
43 million Americans by passing a bill that says
that you ought to be able to keep your health
insurance if you change jobs or lose a job, and
you ought not to be denied health insurance
just because somebody in your family has been
sick. We can agree on that, or the Republicans
can send me a more partisan bill that has special
provisions for special interests.

The Republican leadership can work with us
to raise the minimum wage, or they can go

on ignoring working families and moderates in
their very own party, and do their best to ob-
struct even a vote on the minimum wage.

Now, if you look at what’s been done that
is good in the last year and 4 months—this
year’s budget, the antiterrorism bill, the tele-
communications bill, the lobby reform—every
single good thing has been done because Demo-
crats and Republicans in Congress worked to-
gether and worked with me. That’s how to get
things done.

The only way for us to move forward is to
do it together. That’s the right thing to do on
balancing the budget, the right thing to do on
health care reform, the right thing to do on
the minimum wage. That is what we are here
for: to move America forward. So let’s get to-
gether, and let’s get to work.

Thanks for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 5:21 p.m. on
April 26 at the DuPont Hotel in Wilmington, DE,
for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on April 27.

Remarks to the National Association of Realtors
April 27, 1996

The President. Thank you very much. Thank
you, Art and Michael, Robert, Russ, ladies and
gentlemen. Thanks for the warm welcome.

Audience member. Go, Bill! [Laughter]
Audience member. Four more years! [Laugh-

ter]
The President. Let me say that I’ve been try-

ing to convince the Congress it’s too early to
start all that. So you’ve got to help me set a
good example. [Laughter]

I am delighted to be here and delighted to
be with you. I’m delighted to be here once
again to express my support for your work every
day, and my thanks for the support you have
given to me in our common efforts to rebuild
this economy and to increase homeownership.

Spring is the traditional start of the home-
buying season, and it’s a time of hope and, at
least for us here in Washington, it came not
a day too soon. We suffered through a tough
winter, and we thought the spring would never
come. But I was glad to see that in March,
that home resale activity was up in every region

of the country, and there was a 16 percent jump
in single-family home sales last month, com-
pared to March of ’95. I hope that is a harbinger
of a good spring, a good summer, and a good
year for you and for the United States.

Art said something—I didn’t even have a note
on this, I wasn’t going to talk about it because
I hear everybody is not interested in foreign
policy, but I want to tell you something. You
made a remark about our common under-
standing of the importance of homeownership
in building our democracy. As I’m sure most
of you know, I just came back from a trip to
Korea, Japan, and Russia, and I had an aston-
ishing experience in Russia, in addition to being
there at a nuclear summit where we made some
real strides forward in our unfinished work of
removing any danger of nuclear explosions from
the face of our children’s future. I had an op-
portunity to meet with 12 leaders from very
different political factions in Russia, as they are
getting ready to have another election there for
President. And it was fascinating. First of all,
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